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never rayneth. The rever begynneth to increse in the nioneth
of maye and flowith still till the myddis of July and then
begynneth to decrese til the tyme of august and at the be-
gynnyng of septembre it is lowe ageyne. Therbe dyvers
increse opynyons of the incresing and decresing of this river nylus,
and some saie it is by reson of the grete snowe that is in the moun-
of nylus taynes where this nylo begynneth, which can not be so for his
begynnyng is betwene the tropicos hyemal and estival and by
the equinoctial where is no colde nor snowe, for as in thes partes
of europa it reynes and snowes in novembr decembr Januar
and ffebruar, even so betwene the tropicos and in the equy-
noctial it raynes and snowes in maye June Jule and august, and
this is the cause that nylus dothe encrese at that tyme for this
is sene by experiens in the indies occidentales1. In this land of
egipt Is abundaunce of corne and wyne and of al sortes of trees,
except olyves thei have none, though that in libia by thebas2 and
in alexandria ther is plentie. ffrom siene to the silleos is all
wyldernesse unto the ethiopa, and it is a land of many thevis.
sileos     Passing the desertes is the land of the sileos and the nomades
nomades which be people bestiall without forsyght and goes nakyd, thei
be moche people. Beyonde thes be the ethiopes and troglodites
wch bordreth with them of saba and elena and elephantum
troglo-   venacio. In this land of troglodites is nioche aromatikes and
s      golde and all this lond to nylo and meroe is very frutefull. The
meroe iland ineroe is grete and riche and well inhabited. In this lond
ther was moche goide coper yron stele and pretious stonys,
fol. 4Qf   wherof be yet gret plenty.
ffrom this ilond meroe to the redde see in all the lond there
is moche gold and bredeth moche catell. The wolle of the shepe
is like gotes heere and the people go nakyd. In this lond be
many wylde bestes as tygres, leons, oncys and elephantes. The
people ete brede made of rotes3 and drynke blode myngled with
pigmeos  my Ike. In this lande be the pigmeos which fyghteth with the
1 Enciso had experience of the seasonal rains of the West Indies, and
came to a correct conclusion as to the Nile floods.
- Thebais.
s Roots: these people are the Rhlzophagi of Strabo.